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Five Stars Academy as a Community School

Five Stars Academy believes that when families are are involved in student learning, students improve their academic performance and gain advocates that promote their success, helping them feel more confident at school and in taking on more rigorous classwork.  In addition, we place much emphasis on students giving back to the local and, when possible, the international community.  Through our partnership with JLM Christian Foundation, our students, led by Student Council, are provided many opportunities and encouragement to participate in giving back and supporting those in need.  

As part of our Purpose, Objectives, and Core Values (1.1), we work hard to build relationships between the school, families, and community.

Community Service
Experiencing different cultures changes and deepens students’ views of their surroundings and of the world. Our students are provided the opportunity to participate in community service through our partnership with JLM Foundation.  Activities include building homes and offering camps for economically disadvantaged children throughout Panama and Latin America and Caribbean nations.  

Community School and Personalization
Five Stars Academy is a community school that offers a personalized education to empower students as partners in their learning. A crucial early step is knowing every child well. Caring, connected instructors guide students through all stages of their academic and extracurricular lives.  We work closely with families, and encourage their active participation in Five Stars Academy, to bring the best out of each of our students.

2025-2026 
Below is a sampling of some of the activities in and out of school that FSA has had the opportunity in which to participate.  This list is not complete and many of our parent volunteers have not been listed below.  Thank you to all of our parent to make our school a success!

Community Service Opportunities (sampling only from most recent year)
2025-2026 
* Teaching English in local town every Saturday
*  Constructing a church 
*  JLM Weekend Camp for kids from mountains
* Christmas Gift Give-Away in Rio Hato to local children
* 1 time per month – Community outreach program in Vaquilla, Panama

Educational Trips
2025-2026: Sea Turtle Release; Grinbio Farm in El Valle 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample of Yearly Events at FSA
August: Welcome Back and Open House (separate days)
October: Parent/Teacher Conferences
December: School-wide performance and open house with pot luck dinner
March: Parent/Teacher Conferences
March/April: School-wide Easter Egg Hunt
April: Earth Day
May: Graduation Grade Kinder, 8, 12
May: School-wide performance and open house with pot luck dinner
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