Lesson Plan - October 30, 2013 - Grades 5-9 - Mary Richards’ English Literature Class

Description of the class
The class is composed of 6 students, 4 girls and 2 boys. Two students are in Grade 5, one is in Grade 6, one is in Grade 7 and one is in Grade 9.
Background of the Reading/Literature assignment:

This assignment is focusing on understanding the structure of ‘plot’ and ‘character development’ in fiction. The idea is that writing a short, short story, having to create a plot and characters of their own, is a great way to appreciate the complexity of the structure of plot and the depths of characters.

(All the Reading classes have revolved around reading and analyzing short stories or short excerpts from novels. They currently understand the components intuitively, indirectly, so the timing is perfect for formal analysis, including the literary jargon associated with this form of analysis.)
Students are in the middle of writing their own short, short stories. They have reached the point in the process just before the Falling Action. 
Objective:

Students will be able to recognize the structures of the short short story, especially Falling Action + Denouement.

Students will be able to recognize the various types of characters, especially the Protagonist.

Students will be able to follow and emulate the required structure as they compose their stories
The Class:
Warm-up: Presenting the structure of the Falling Action in outline format, students will read out loud a story that I wrote, without the denouement. 
Discussion: they will offer suggestions on what could happen next, basing their guesses on what they have learned about the structure of the short short story and the personality of the main character.
Students will then make an outline of the Falling Action and Denouement of their short short stories. Once the outline is complete, they will write this part of their stories.

Workshop/Individual help: Calling each student to sit next to me to discuss his/her story individually, I will confirm that each is on track. (This is the third such session: first with the Exposition, second with the Rising Action.)The next step is to type it and turn it in by Monday next week. 

Assessment:
Students will have to read and complete the attached story with the denouement I chose. Their responses will be assessed as a quiz.

The attached rubric, a variation of the standard rubric template given at the beginning of the year, but with a Creative Writing focus, will be used to assess the stories.  
