Lesson Plan – November 20, 2014 - Grades 6-8 - Mary Richards’ English Grammar Class

Description of the class: The class is composed of 9 students, 5 girls and 4 boys. Four students are in Grade 6, five are in Grade 7-8, doing Grade 8 work.
Background of the Grammar lesson:

This Lesson is focusing on Verb Tenses. For the Grade 8 students the lesson is timely; for the Grade 6 students it is foreshadowing. The first group has been studying the structure of verbs for a couple weeks now; the second group is at the end of a study of Adjectives and their next topic is the structure of verbs. The basic material is familiar to everyone since the principal parts of verbs were covered last year in all grades. 
Objectives:

All Students will be able to recognize the subtle and not so subtle differences between the various tenses.
All Students will have a better understanding of how to use the various verb tenses

Grade 8 Students will be able to connect this understanding in formal testing situations immediately. 
All Students will be able to connect their better knowledge of the parts of the verbs to their own writing.
Goal: To present a sometimes difficult and inaccessible concept in ways that appeal to a variety of learning styles and intelligences, including the the visual verbal, visual-spatial, oral and aural, and interpersonal.
The Class:

Warm-up: Tell a brief story and ask students to offer a verb using 2or 3 words that say the same thing as the long-winded phrase:

This is the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. Jack wants to say that the thing he does all the time is climb beanstalks. What 1 word verb could he use to say this? (I climb beanstalks) Suzy calls him on the phone but he cannot talk because he is in the midst of his hobby. What 2 word verb could he use to say this? (I am climbing a beanstalk). Suzy wants to know how many years he has had this hobby. What 2 word verb could he use to answer? (I have climbed beanstalks for 24 years). What 2 word verb could he use to say he used to climb but he no longer climbs? (I had climbed beanstalks)

The Lesson: Have the various verb tenses from the story on the board with their respective time phrases so students can see in a range of ways the differences between them in terms of meaning:
 
The verb

The time phrase


Meaning



Tense
· I climb…..
every day


regular + repeated action


simple present
· I am climbing…..
right now


ongoing + current action


present progressive
· I climbed…..
2 miles yesterday


a single action/event in the past

simple past
· I was climbing….
when you called


ongoing action that was interrupted
past progressive
· I have climbed….
regularly for more than 24 years
action that straddles past + present

present perfect
· I had climbed….
regularly until I broke my foot
action in the past that ended

past perfect
· I will climb…
next week if my foot has healed
future action



simple future
· I will have climbed….regularly for 25 years by next week     action that straddles present and
future perfect
          Future with a specific future end


Assignment: In the Exercises in English Grammar Level G workbook, do pages 55-57, exercises in the Simple, Progressive and Perfect Tenses.
Assessment: The review quiz and standardized test for this unit (for Grade 8 students ) will happen towards the end of this first semester. There are still several pages of work to do, most important of which focus on Subject-Verb agreement. 
